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The Specific Charactor of Movement by the Instar Number of the Artificially

Reared Japanese Blue Crab Portunus trituberculatus

Junichi KARAKAWA

Abstract

To estimate the influence of movement on the inhabitant and mortality of the

juvenile Japanese blue crabs Portunus trituberculatus after release, mainly, the specific

charactor of movement by the instar number were examined in indoor tanks, As the

result of experiments concerning the pattern of movement under water and on as and

surface, the crabs showed a tendency to float in the water a first and second instar

crabs, then go down to the bottom as third and fourth instar crabs, Moreover, their

movements were observed throughout the daytime and nighttime the day after release,

movement increased during the night on the surface of sand. The crabs were active by

night, and particularly the second instar crabs swam and crawled about actively com—

pared to the third and fourth instar crabs,
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