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The State of Inhabiting and the Process of Mortality of Artificially Reared Juvenile
Japanese Blue Crab Portunus trituberculatus after Release at the Bay,

the Eastern Part of Okayama Prefecture
Junichi KARAKAWA
Abstruct

Experimental release 1,377,000 (first instar crabs) and 89,500 (second and third
instar crabs) artificially reared Juvenile of Japanese blue crabs was carried out in
Ushimado water in 1996, respectively, to elucidate the habitation and the process of
their mortality. Total numbers of recaptured crab released at the first instar were 181
on the tideland in 1996, and most of them were caught within 10 days after release,
Total numbers of recaptured crabs released at the second and third instar was 96,
and all of them were caught within 28 days, Decrease rates of first instar crabs were
higher than those of second and third or third instar crabs (at the first instar 309 -
day ! in 1995 and 47% - day ' in 1996, the second and third instar 24% - day~! in
1996, and at the third instar 12% -+ day™! in 1995) . Almost all crabs that were released
at the first instar disappeared from the surveyed area after 10 days, but part of the

second and third instar crabs inhabited the tideland at the point of releasec and nei—

29

ghboring areas within about 81 days,
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