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The Amount Caught and a Few Biological Characteristics of Japanese Anchovy Engraulis japonica

by the Sample Boat of Patch Trawl Seine in the Waters off the Eastern Parts of Okayama Prefecture

Junichi KARARAWA

Abstract

Japanese anchovy E. japonica is one of the most important commercial fish in the easterh part of the
Inland sea. Anchovy fisheries are mainly carried out between May and October in the north-western part of
Harima nada. The annual catch of E. japonica by the sample boat of patch trawl was 13 tons in 2000, 63 tons
in 2001, and the peak month of the catch was June both two years.

Morphological development of the larvae, juveniles and immature fish E. japonica was investigated using
specimens collected in 2001. Numbers of dosal, anal, pectoral and pelvic fin rays were compared between
larvae, juveniles, and immature fish. Transformation to juveniles occurred between 34mm and 40mm total
length. Juveniles exhibited a species-specific melanophore pattern on the body, and parts of body were
covered with the guanine pigmentary.

Materials which were caught by the patch boat seine were researched by speciﬁcA composition. The most
dominant kinds of animals were fish and the most dominant species of fish were E. japonica which made up

97.3% of the entire fish group. The next dominant species were mackerel Scomber japonicus and Spanish
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mackerel Scomberomorus niphonius which made up 1.6% and 0.2%, respectively.
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