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Occurrence of Eggplant Dwarf Disease in Okayama Prefecture

Yasuhiro Okamoto and Takaaki Hiramatu
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Summary

A new disease of eggplant occurred in Okayama Prefecture in 1970 was investigated.

I'. The symptoms of diseased eggplants show the twisted leaves and the midribs at early stage, and then the

stunting and dwarf fruits were observed usually on most of shoots of eggplant.

2. The symptoms appeared only on the plants fed with leafhopper (Macrosteles orientalis Virbaste) collected from

weeds near the diseased eggplant fields. But, this disease was not transmitted from infected eggplants to heathy

ones in spite of feeding with M. orientalis collected in the same plaeces.

3. The disease was controlled by the treatment with cheesecloth or splaying of TC—pyrophosphate.

4. These results show that the causal agent of this disease seemed to be phytoplasma, and dwarf of eggplant was

proposed for name of the disease.
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