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Development of the Color Chart for Grasping Optimum Harvesting Time in Peach ‘Okayama PEH8go (Hakuro)'

Fumiya Sasaki, Aritomo Araki, Tomoyuki Hino, Yujiro Unoki and Minako Kawamura
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Summary

The peach ‘Okayama PEHS8go (Hakuro)’: the original white variety bled by Okayama prefecture has very little
change in a peel color until harvest. Therefore, it is difficult to judge the proper timing for harvest based on its appearance
without having clear criteria. We had been trying to identify a peel color corresponded to the fruit firmness which is the
optimum harvesting maturation in order to create the color chart for ‘Okayama PEH8go (Hakuro)’ , and then examined
its practicality. It is already known that the fruit firmness of 2.0 to 2.5 kgf which is the optimum harvesting maturation for
this variety. It was clearly shown that within the range of value corresponded to a peel chlorophyll value of 15 to 30. Fruits
harvested at different ripening levels were classified according to the peel chlorophyll value, and the peel color was compared
with the standard color chart to create an approximate color. The peel color of the peel chlorophyll value of 15 to 30, which is
the optimum harvest time, was concentrated around 7.5Y 9/4 in the Munsell color system. A prototype color chart was created
using an approximate color of the peel color for each grade of maturation centering on this color. As a result of harvesting
using the prototype chart by those who have not experienced harvesting of ‘Okayama PEH8go (Hakuro)', it is clear that the
color chart is highly practical because it was possible to harvest the fruit in a proper maturation more accurate than those who

have already experienced the harvest of this variety.



